
City Harbour of Schleswig 

A city chronicler in the 18th century 
wrote, ‘The city has water, but no 
shipping’. The port facilities that 

made Schleswig into a trading centre as a replacement for Hedeby 
were well overbuilt. The efforts made by the city to make the port a 
commercial hub through the expansion of the quays and its connection 
to the railway have also long been forgotten. Today, the harbour is used 
by sailors and excursion boats. Particularly remarkable was the 
landing of 15 ocean-going seaplanes with a total of 1,000 people on 
board, which touched down in Schleswig 40 days after the unconditio-
nal surrender in 1945 under the escort of a British RAF squadron.
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Cemetery of the Holmer 
Beliebung 
In the centre of the fishing 
settlement Holm is a cemetery 

with a chapel built in 1876. Both belong to the guild of the “Holmer 
Beliebung“ founded in 1650. Together with the Fishing guild of 
1765, which still consists of 15 members, it belongs to the social life 
at the Holm. The men living in those picturesque houses with their 
“Utluchten“ (three-sided gazebos) and “Klondören“ (split-doors for 
snug conversations) meet every evening for a talk in front of  the “Fuß 
am Holm“ – a small alley, which leads between the houses to the 
water. Here, on “de Klöneck“, they exchange the latest news in 
Low-German.
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St. John‘s Monastery 
just outside Schleswig

Behind a high brick-wall hides 
the best-preserved medieval 

monastic complex of Schleswig-Holstein. The Benedictine 
monastery, founded in 1194, became an abbey for unmarried noble-
womenafter the takeover by the Schleswig-Holstein knighthood in 
1536. Until the end of the 19th century, the monastery owned over 
6,500 hectares of land. These multi-million pound estates were lost 
during the inflation period in 1923. Today, rental incomes, 
exhibition and concert fees as well as a circle of friends help with the 
maintenance of the 800-year-old monastery complex. Weddings 
and baptisms in the monastery church are also possible.
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Bible Centre with Bible garden

In 1745, the nine-axle brick-house with 
the number 4 was built. As a priory, it 
served as the administrative seat of the 

monastery for a long time. In 1994, the Bible Centre of the North-
Elbe Church moved in with the inventory of the oldest Bible Society. 
The adjacent Bible Garden, created in 1996/1997, symbolises the 
entire creation, showing plants from paradise, the seven fruits of 
Israel, biblical healing and spice herbs as well as flowers of which 
colours, fragrances and ointments were extracted in the olden times. 
Through a stone gate you get to the Prophetengarten with its 
sculptures of biblical prophets.
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St. John‘s Monastery
During a walk through the 
park-like grounds of St. John‘s 
Monastery, you can see the 

variety of the buildings which make you wonder what they look like 
from the inside. The unadorned Romanesque church contains a 
Late Gothic aumbry underneath the 1715 built altar. The two 
fronts of the compartment for the female choir are very characte-
ristic as well as the nun‘s gallery with 12 panel paintings illustra-
ting statements of faith. The pulpit of the church was donated by 
King Frederick V in the 18th century. The completely preserved 
cloister, also known as “Schwahl”, which is pleasantly cool on hot 
days, is also worth a visit. Guided tours on request.
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Refectory with
Bellmann organ

In the refectory, the dining and 
meeting hall of the monastery, 

ensure to have a look at the 50 death boards of former conventuals 
and the nuns‘ choir stalls dating back to the 13th century, 
decorated with carved fables and tendrils. The famous 300-year-
old cabinet organ can also be found in the refectory, where the 
organist Carl Gottlieb Bellmann composed the Schleswig-Holstein 
hymn which was first introduced in 1844. Today, his tombstone 
stands on the monastery’s cemetery. Other treasures of St. John‘s 
monastery include two classic silver chandeliers from the legacy of 
Goethe‘s privy council.
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Historic city walks 
through Schleswig 

1. Old Town and Cathedral: from
Plessenhof to the bishop and mayor

2. Holm: sailors, fishermen,
nuns and noblewomen

2. Holm: sailors, fishermen, nuns and noblewomen

nuns and noblewomen

Other attractions in Schleswig:

State Museum / Gottorf Castle 
Gottorf Castle as a princely residence was the centre for art and 
culture in the north in the 17th century. The Archaeological 
Museum and the National Museum of Art and Cultural History are 
located here. Nearby, you can find the baroque garden and the 
Gottorf Globe.

City Museum / Teddy Bear House
The City Museum at the Günderothschen Hof offers an overview of 
Schleswig’s varied history and culture from the Middle Ages to the 
present. In the teddy bear house the City Museum presents an 
extensive private collection of historical teddy bears.

Viking Museum Hedeby
The most important Viking settlement in Northern Europe, 
Hedeby, seven true to original reconstructed Viking houses invite 
you to a voyage into the Viking world. To special events visitors can 
expect a great program to round off the Viking topic with many 
offers to watch and take part in. 

Königswiesen
The former site of the state horticultural show now offers a wide 
range of recreational activities and adventures. Here, you can find 
a skater ramp as well as bathing spot for dogs. There is also a 
complex of playgrounds for children.  Directly located at the water 
is Luisenbad where both the young and old can go swimming or 
have a picnic. 

Information and booking:
Tourist information Schleswig
Plessenstraße 7 · 24837 Schleswig

Tel. (+49) 4621 8500-56 
Fax (+49) 4621 8500-55
schleswig@ostseefjordschlei.de

www.ostseefjordschlei.com
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Town Hall

On the foundations of the 
dilapidated Graukloster 
Church, a brick building was 

built in 1794 in the classical style. On the front side to the market 
square, four Tuscan columns bear a canopy, above which the two 
upper floors are highlighted by the side wall panels. From 1836 to 
1846, the first meeting of the duchy of Schleswig’s assembly of the 
estates was held in the great hall.
In November 1842, the German-Danish language dispute broke 
out in this hall. The parliamentary democracy took place here in 
the Prussian provincial parliament, which was held between 1879 
and 1904 in the conference hall. Today, it serves the Council.
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Plessenhof with tourist information 

The city physician Dr Friedrich Licht built a 
broad brick building at the west end of the 
Cathedral of St. Peter at Schleswig in 1798, 
which he called Bellevue. The building 
served as a hospital in the German-Danish 

war in 1864 and witnessed the visit to Wilhelm I before it passed into 
the possession of Baron Hugo von Plessen. He was the first Prussian 
district councillor of the newly created district of Schleswig in 1867. 
Heinrich C. Horn, the founder of the Hamburg-based Horn line, 
acquired his house. From 1921, it was first used as a German-Ameri-
can children‘s home. Today, the Tourist Information Office and the 
“Haus der Wirtschaft” are located at the Plessenhof.

Bishop‘s court at the 
cathedral

Bishop Nicolaus Wulf, who had 
proclaimed the election of King 

Christian I of Denmark to the Duke of Schleswig and Holstein in 
1460, had an administrative building erected in the middle of the 
fifteenth century. Above the portal you can see the bishop‘s coat of 
arms which reveals it was the bishop‘s quarters when official duties 
led him to Schleswig. At the beginning of the 18th century, Johann 
Ludwig Pincier von Königstein extended the Bishop‘s Court and 
gave it its today‘s representative form as a town house. This 
includes an orangery and a pleasure garden with fountains at 
Plessenstraße – an ambience that unfortunately has disappeared.

Old court pharmacy with café

Between the cathedral and market square, 
numerous houses are worth a closer look. 
South of the cathedral, the Hattensche Hof, 
built in the 17th century, dominates the street. 
On the corner of Pastorenstraße you can find 

the humble Ebers-Hof, in which the Russian tsar Peter the Great lived 
briefly during the Northern War. On the street corner of Hafenstraße, 
the Marienhospital reminds you of the later Danish Queen Maria, who 
laid the foundation stone for this urban workhouse in 1790. Directly 
opposite you can find the oldest house in Schleswig: the building, used 
as a pharmacy from 1517 to 1952, rests on the foundations of a 
medieval guild house.

Cathedral of St. Peter 

The erection of the Cathedral of 
St. Peter, which was first mentio-
ned in 1134, has been completed 
at the end of the 13th century as a 

Gothic hall church. Note the interior from the pre-Reformation era, 
in particular the painting as well as the bearing of the cross, trinity 
and triumphant cross, the choir stalls and the bronze baptismal font. 
Later, foundations of the landlords and the court nobility influenced 
the monuments of the cathedral, e.g. the tomb of King Frederick I. 
The 112-metre-high western tower was also built thanks to the 
goodwill of the sovereign. The oaken Brüggemann altar with its 
almost 400 carved figures dates back to the year 1666 and was 
passed over from the Bordesholmer abbey.
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1. Old Town and Cathedral: from Plessenhof to the bishop and mayor
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This is only a small section of Schleswig’s city map. The 
entire map can be obtained at the tourist information.

Length: 1 km
Duration : 25 Min.
Duration : 8 Min.

Route Information

Length: 1 km
Duration : 20 Min.
Duration : 8 Min.

Route Information

Grey Monastery

Granite squares testify: 
Originally, a Danish royal court 
was located here. Duke Abel, 

who succeeded to the throne of Denmark by assassinating his 
brother Erich in 1250, donated the site to the Franciscan Order, 
which erected a monastery. The building was named Graukloster 
(Grey Monastery) after the monks’ grey coats. The painting of the 
gothic hall, used as a wedding room, with a crucifixion scene from 
the second half of the 13th century is remarkable. At the begin-
ning of the Reformation, the monks were expelled. King Friedrich 
I left the buildings to a poor foundation in 1528/1529. Since 
1983, the restored monastery has been used by the city admini-
stration.

6

Schleswig and the Holm
At the end of the Baltic Sea fjord Schlei is Schleswig. This 
trading place was fist mentioned in 804 but it was called 
Sliasthorp back then. The princely residence of the dukes of 
Gottorf made Schleswig the cultural centre of Northern 
Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries.
 
Visitors can still sense the golden age of these times, e.g. in 
the Gottorf Globe, a replica of the 17th century wonder of 
the world, the rebuilt baroque garden of Gottorf Castle or 
Schleswig’s City Museum in the district of Friedrichsberg.

This leaflet invites you to time-travel into the past on the way 
from the city harbour through the fishing settlement Holm 
and onward to St. John‘s monastery. The tour takes you past 
places of interest of long lost traditions. More often than 
not you can witness magnificent views of the Baltic Sea fjord 
Schlei. At the entrance of the Holm, an external section of 
the Stadtmuseum informs you about the history of 
Schleswig’s fishermen.

Guided Schleswig-city tour
This leaflet is part of a series of leaflets that invite visitors to 
walk along historic paths in the region around the Baltic 
Sea fjord Schlei, through Kappeln and with a total of four 
tours through Schleswig.
Another Schleswig leaflet leads you through the Bellmann 
district and the Friedrichsberg district. In addition, Ostsee-
fjord Schlei GmbH also offers guided tours. During the 
high-season you can choose between the 90-minute 
guided tours “Schleswigs Altstadt klassisch“ (Schleswig‘s 
old town classic), “Abendbummel mit Möwenschiss“ 
(Evening Stroll with Seagull Poo) and “Holm und St.-Johan-
nis-Kloster“ (Holm and St. John‘s Monastery).
Group tours are available all year round upon consultation 
– simply give us a call on (+49) 4621 8500-56.

For more information regarding events and costs,
tourist information Schleswig is happy to help you.
Tel.: (+49) 4621 8500-56 or
Web: www.ostseefjordschlei.com

Arboisches
Haus

Rathaus

Rathaus
RathausRathaus

Rathaus
RathausRathaus

RathausRathaus

rktstr.

Rathaus

RathausRathaus
Rathaus

RathausRathausRathaus-
RathausRathaus

RathausRathaus

tr

RathausRathaus
Rathaus

Rathaus5
6


